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Aims and scope 
Italian Journal of Emergency Medicine is a peer-reviewed, open access journal that 
publishes original research articles, review articles, in emergency medicine. 
 

Editorial policies: 
The following publication policies are applied:  
 

1) Submissions: 
Online submission: 
 
itjem@simeu.it 

 
 

2) Authors Guidelines 
 

Articles must be submitted by one of the authors of the manuscript. The 
principal/corresponding author will be required to submit a Copyright Letter (see point 5) 
along with the manuscript, on behalf of all the co-authors . The author(s) will confirm that 
the manuscript (or any part of it) has not been published previously or is not under 
consideration for publication elsewhere. Furthermore, any illustration, structure or table that 
has been published elsewhere must be reported, and copyright permission for reproduction 
must be obtained. 

 

Itjem publishes 
Editorials – The editorials are written in house by the journal's Editorial Team. Editorials 
should be about 1000 words. 
Papers – Papers report the results of original research. 
Full length papers should only in exceptional cases exceed 4000 words . 
The word limit does not include text in the abstract (max. 300 words), headings, references, 
figures and tables. 
A maximum of five tables/figures is allowed. 
Short reports should not exceed 1200 words and under no circumstances be more than 
1500 words. A maximum of one table or illustrations is allowed. Abstracts of short reports 
should be no longer than 100 words. 
Commentaries – Commentaries are opinion pieces or reflections on papers previously or 
currently published. The format is free but it seems like an essay. No abstract is necessary, 
but the sections of the manuscript should be as follows: title  
page , main text , acknowledgements , conflict of interest statement , references. 
The main text should not exceed 1200 words. The maximum number of references is 10. 
Letters – Letters to the editor should be about 500 words and do not need an abstract. 
However, a short heading should be suggested. 
Articles and Books reviews – The Reviews should be about 450 words. 
 
Itjem can publish an article of an opinion leader, on request of the editorial staff, free from 
editorial guidelines  
Permissions 
Authors are reminded that it is their responsibility to comply with copyright laws. 
 

Manuscripts  
Only articles in English are considered for publication.  
The text should be  justified. Number pages consecutively, beginning with the title page. 
Begin each of the following sections on separate pages in the following order: title page, 
abstract and keywords, text, acknowledgements, references, tables (each table on a 



separate page, complete with title and footnotes), figure legends and figures. 
 
 

3) Article structure  
 

Title page (begin on a separate page) 
The title page should carry  
a) the title of the article, which should be concise but informative;  
b) first name and last name of each author, and institutional affiliation;  
c) name of department(s) and institution(s) to which the work should be attributed   
d) name, address, telephone number  and mail of author responsible for correspondence 
about the manuscript;  
f) source(s) of support in the form of grants etc.;  
g) a word count of the whole manuscript. 
 

Abstract and keywords (one separate page) 
Provide on a separate page a structured abstract of not more than 300 words under the 
following headings: Background, Methods, Results, Conclusion. We are aware that not all 
manuscripts, e.g. qualitative papers, can be structured according to this principle. Add three 
to five key words or short phrases to the bottom of the abstract page, which will assist us in 
indexing the article and which may be published with the abstract. Use terms from the 
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) list of Index Medicus when possible. 
 

Text (begin on separate page) 
The text should usually be divided into the following sections: Introduction, Methods, 
Results Discussion and Conclusion.  
 

Tables and illustrations 
Figures have to be professionally designed. Figures and tables should be cited in the paper 
in a consecutive order. Each figure should be supplied in a separate electronic file, in vector 
art formats or bitmap formats. Every table must have a descriptive title. 
Abbreviations and footnotes 
Do not use abbreviations in the title or the abstract. Except for units of measurement, 
abbreviations are discouraged. Use only standard abbreviations. The first time an 
abbreviation appears it should be preceded by the words for which it stands.  

 

Acknowledgements (one separate page) 
A maximum of five printed lines are allowed for acknowledgements. All sources of funding 
for research must be explicitly stated. Other financial and material support, specifying the 
nature of the support, should be acknowledged as well. If the work has been presented 
orally previously, for example at a scientific meeting, then the name, place and date of the 
conference should be noted.  
 

References 
References must be typed with double spacing and must be numbered consecutively as 
they are cited (Vancouver style). References first cited in tables or figure legends must be 
numbered so that they will be in sequence with references cited in the text. Authors are 
discouraged from citing material that is not commonly available, e.g., databases, patents, 
computer files etc. Numbered references to personal communications, unpublished data 
and manuscripts in preparation or submitted for publication are unacceptable. The style of 
references is that of Index Medicus. List all authors when there are six or fewer; when there 
are seven or more, list the first three, then 'et al'. Identify references in text with Arabic 
numerals. 

 
Units  



Follow internationally accepted rules and conventions: use the international system of units 
(SI). If other units are mentioned, please give their equivalent in SI.  

 

Authorship 
All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship. The order of authorship 
should be a joint decision of the coauthors. Each author should have participated 
sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for the content. Corresponding authors 
will be requested to sign an authorship statement. Increasingly, multicentre trials are 
attributed to a corporate author. Information identifying the author should appear only on 
the title page of the manuscript. Upon acceptance, all authors must certify that they will take 
public responsibility for the content and provide any relevant data upon request. All authors 
can also certify that they have contributed substantially to conception and design or 
analysis and interpretation of the data, drafting or revision of content, and approval of the 
final version. Authors should state whether they had assistance: participating investigators 
and other persons who helped developing the work, and do not qualify as authors should all 
be listed in the Acknowledgement section of the manuscript.  
Accepted articles can be published online for free open access. Open access publishing 
provides maximum dissemination of the article to the largest audience 
 

Referees  
Please submit the names and institutional e-mail addresses of several potential referees. 
For more details, visit our Support site. Note that the editor retains the sole right to decide 
whether or not the suggested reviewers are used.  

 
 

4) Competing interest (CI) statement 
 

It is the policy of Itjem and its various boards and committees to ensure that members in all 
of their activities avoid conflicts of interest or the appearance of conflicts of interest resulting 
from their activities as members of committees or boards of the journal.   
Itjem considers very important that conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of 
interest be avoided in the process of acceptation of the submitted papers. 

• It is not appropriate for members of the editorial staff, peer reviewers and members of 
various boards and committees and award committee, for their own personal 
purposes, to make specific use of or publicize any confidential information which may 
have been reading the submitted papers. It is also not appropriate for all these 
persons to utilize the results of the researches described in the submitted papers 
without the necessary permissions.  

• Persons knowing that a paper of which they are the author will be submitted for peer 
review, should withdraw from the referees. 

• Persons should withdraw from the Boards members, Editorial Staff and referees if 
they are a relative of, spouse of, or have a significant personal relationship with the 
author of any submitted paper. 

• Persons who are from the same academic institution as the author of a submitted 
book should abstain from providing evaluations of that paper as referee. 

• All submissions must include disclosure of all relationships that could be viewed as 
presenting a potential conflict of interest. The Editor may use such information as a 
basis for editorial decisions, and will publish such disclosures in the published 
manuscript.  

• Peer reviewers and handling editor are required to provide a CI Statement and that 
they not participate in reviewing any article when they have potential conflicting 
interests. 

• All sources of funding should be declared as an acknowledgment at the end of the 
text. 

 



5) License agreement 
 

In submitting a paper to the Italian Journal of Emergency Medicine, the 
Principal/Corresponding Author will certify that he/she is authorized by his/her co-authors to enter 
into these arrangements and will warrant, on behalf of himself/herself and his/her co-authors, that: 
- the article is original, has not been formally published in any other peer-reviewed journal, is 

not under consideration by any other journal and does not infringe any existing copyright or 
any other third party rights;  

- He/she is the sole author(s) of the article and have full authority to enter into this agreement 
and in granting rights to BioMed Central are not in breach of any other obligation; 

- He/she, and all co-authors, agrees that the article, if editorially accepted for publication, shall 
be licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0. 

 

6) Editorial Workflow 
 

The following is the editorial workflow that every manuscript submitted to the journal 
undergoes during the course of the peer-review process. 
Once a manuscript is submitted for publication, the manuscript is checked by the journal’s 
editorial office to ensure that it is suitable to go through the normal peer review process. 
Once this is done, the manuscript is sent to an appropriate Editor based on the subject of 
the manuscript and the availability of the Editors. All manuscripts shall be handled by an 
Editor who does not have any potential conflict of interest with any of the manuscript’s 
authors. 
If the Editor finds that the manuscript may not be of sufficient quality to go through the 
normal peer review process, or that the subject of the manuscript may not be appropriate 
for the journal’s scope, the manuscript shall be rejected with no further processing. 
If the Editor finds that the submitted manuscript is of sufficient quality and falls within the 
scope of the journal, they should assign the manuscript to a number of external reviewers, 
provided that no conflict of interests exists between these reviewers and the manuscript’s 
authors. The reviewers will then submit their reports on the manuscripts along with their 
recommendation of one of the following actions to the Editor: 

• Publish Unaltered 
• Consider after Minor Changes 
• Consider after Major Changes 
• Reject: Manuscript is flawed or not sufficiently novel 

When all reviewers have submitted their reports, the Editor can make one of the following 
editorial recommendations: 

• Publish Unaltered 
• Consider after Minor Changes 
• Consider after Major Changes 
• Reject 

The peer-review process is single blinded; that is, the reviewers know who the authors of 
the manuscript are, but the authors do not have access to the information of who the peer 
reviewers are.  

 

Submission checklist  
The following list will be useful during the final checking of an article prior to sending it to 
the journal for review. Please consult this Guide for Authors for further details of any item. 
Ensure that the following items are present: 
One author has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details:  

• E-mail address 
• Full postal address 
All necessary files have been uploaded, and contain: 
• Keywords 



• All figure captions 
• All tables (including title, description, footnotes) 
Further considerations 
• Manuscript has been 'spell-checked' and 'grammar-checked' 
• References are in the correct format for this journal 
• All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, and vice versa 
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources 
(including the Internet) 
Printed version of figures (if applicable) in color or black-and-white 
• Indicate clearly whether or not color or black-and-white in print is required. 

7) After Acceptance 
 

Online proof correction  
Corresponding authors will receive an e-mail with a link to our online proofing system, 
allowing annotation and correction of proofs online. The environment is similar to MS Word: 
in addition to editing text, you can also comment on figures/tables and answer questions 
from the Copy Editor. Web-based proofing provides a faster and less error-prone process 
by allowing you to directly type your corrections, eliminating the potential introduction of 
errors.  

If preferred, you can still choose to annotate and upload your edits on the PDF version. All 
instructions for proofing will be given in the e-mail we send to authors, including alternative 
methods to the online version and PDF. 
We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and accurately. Please 
use this proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of 
the text, tables and figures. Significant changes to the article as accepted for publication will 
only be considered at this stage with permission from the Editor. It is important to ensure 
that all corrections are sent back to us in one communication. Please check carefully before 
replying, as inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is 
solely your responsibility.  

Offprints  
The corresponding author, at no cost, will be provided with a PDF file of the article via e-
mail (the PDF file is a watermarked version of the published article and includes a cover 
sheet with the journal cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions of 
use). For an extra charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order form which is 
sent once the article is accepted for publication.  
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